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Professional Experience

2017—present ALTAMAHA ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING, LLC.

Herpetologist
Owner of conservation-driven, herpetological consulting firm based in Hinesville, GA.

2008—2017 THE ORIANNE SOCIETY, Hinesville, GA.

Herpetologist and Director of Longleaf Savannas Initiative

Directed a longleaf pine ecosystem initiative for a non-profit public charity (501 c-3) dedicated
to the conservation of imperiled amphibians and reptiles. Wrote fund-raising and grant proposals
and oversaw an annual program budget. Coordinated and supervised the completion of field
research (e.g., radiotelemetry of spotted turtles, mark-recapture monitoring of eastern indigo
snakes, habitat modeling of southern hognose snakes, surveys for snake fungus disease) and
habitat management projects (e.g., longleaf pine ecosystem mgt. and restoration) funded by the
US FWS, DOD, GA DNR, FFWCC and NFWF. Delivered presentations to other scientists and
civic groups focused on the natural history and conservation of southern Georgia. Coordinated
bioblitzes, prepared educational exhibits and designed environmental programs tailored for
citizen science participants. Worked closely with agency biologists, academic scientists, private
landowners and interns/volunteers. Supervised two full-time positions and field techs.

1996-2007 FT.STEWART FISH/WILDLIFE BRANCH, Ft. Stewart, GA.

Herpetologist

Worked as a staff herpetologist for an endangered species program on a large military installation. Using
federal/state approved methods, coordinated and conducted field research studies tied to population
monitoring of protected amphibians/reptiles, including the gopher tortoise, indigo snake and flatwoods
salamander. Provided habitat management recommendations and co-authored the installation’s Integrated
Natural Resource Management Plan. Collaborated with visiting scientists on long-term field projects.
Authored scientific publications and popular articles specific to the conservation of endangered species.

1994-1996  VIRGINIA DIVISION OF NATURAL HERITAGE, Richmond, VA.

Field Zoologist

Worked as a field zoologist for a natural heritage inventory program. Conducted surveys for rare
invertebrates (e.g., amphipods, tiger beetles, freshwater mussels, odonates) and vertebrates. Reported survey
results.

1992-1994  THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, Pembroke, GA.

Herpetologist

Conducted an amphibian and reptile inventory on a large military installation (Fort Stewart) located in the
Coastal Plain of southeastern Georgia. Documented populations of listed/imperiled herpetofauna (flatwoods
salamander, striped newt, indigo snhake, southern hognose snake, gopher tortoise). Co-authored final report.



1990-1992  FL FISH/WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION, Lakeland, FL.

Wildlife Biologist

Conducted field surveys for birds, mammals, reptilesfamphibians at three watersheds located in central
Florida. Utilized a variety of field methods including transect surveys, drift fences with pitfall and funnel
traps, turtle traps and Sherman live traps.

Education
1988, B.S. Biology, Southern Illinois University

Professional Affiliations

Eastern Indigo Snake Reintroduction Committee Member
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation

Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles

Gopher Tortoise Council

Biography: Dirk J. Stevenson

Dirk is a zoologist, writer and educator with over 25 years of experience working in the Coastal
Plain of the southeastern United States. He is originally from lllinois and graduated from
Southern Illinois University (B.S. Zoology, 1988).

Dirk has worked for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, The Nature
Conservancy, the Department of Defense, The Orianne Society, and a number of environmental
consulting firms. Most of his career has been devoted to population monitoring of reptiles and
amphibians native to longleaf pine ecosystems — including the eastern indigo snake, gopher
tortoise, striped newt and flatwoods salamander.

Since 1996, Dirk has conducted annual mark-recapture studies and distributional surveys of
eastern indigo snakes throughout southern Georgia and has partnered with numerous researchers
on conservation-based, ecological studies of this magnificent snake. Recently, he has assisted
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with authorship of the Eastern Indigo Snake Recovery Plan
Revision and he is currently a member of the Eastern Indigo Snake Reintroduction Committee.

Dirk has also conducted status surveys for imperiled invertebrates. He has authored over 100
technical/popular articles and his photos appear in a number of publications including
Amphibians and Reptiles of Georgia (2008, University of Georgia Press). His popular articles
have appeared in Wildlife Conservation, Alabama Wildlife, South Carolina Wildlife, Illinois
Audubon, Georgia Backroads, and the Savannah Morning News.

Throughout his career, Dirk has worked and collaborated with Federal and State regulatory
authorities, consultants, and private landowners to achieve project goals while considering net
positive outcomes on behalf of rare species.
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